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\- : SECTION I. 
The importance of the Question, whether the Seriptures be of God, or no. 

3 THE Holy Bible has been embraced by christians in all ages, as a 
F revelation from heaven. ‘The word Bible signifies The Book ; and is so 
! called by way of eminence, because it is the book of books, with which 
y no other book can be compared ; the book of God, given by him to 
’ mortals, to shew them his will, and teach them the way to heaven. It 
' is said to be his book, as being inspired by him, every thought therein 
L contained, being suggested by him, to those that wrote it. Now, it cer- 
tainly much concerns mankind, to know whether this be the book of 
; God, or not. 


: SECTION II. 
The Need of a Revelation. 

All must acknowledge, that men stand in need of a divine revelation ; 
but it is another point, and more diflicult to determine, whether mortals 
may hope for so great a blessing? However, it is a fact, that men have 
entertained expectations of receiving a divine Revelation. And it seems 
probable, that their hopes of it were founded upon some intimation 
which God gave in the early ages of the world, that he would reveal 
himself more fully in after time. It is true, many have made preten- 
sions to inspiration, who have been proved to the world to be impos- 
tors. But these false pretences rather induce us to believe, there may 
be some revelation really divine ; for unless there was really such a 
thing as inspiration, it is hardly to be supposed any man would bave 
thought of pretending to it. Persons do not use to counterfeit things 
which never had an existence: as men would scarcely take the trouble 
to coin bad money, if there had never been good; nor indeed would 
they have thought of it. All honest men, that compare pretended rev- 
elations with this book, will find them to be defective, inconsistent, and 
palpably absurd. 

SECTION III. 
The Antiquity of the Bible. 

It must be owned, that these pretended revelations, and indeed all 
other books, are far less ancient than some of the sacred writings ; yet 
— books, in many instances, confirm the historical parts of scrip- 

ure, 2. 
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SECTION Iv. 
Argument from its Consistency. 

The Bible appears true by its consistency, as Dryden, an eminent 
English poet observes to this effect: ** Whence but from Heaven could 
men who were unskilled in human arts, who were born in different pe- 
riods of time, and in different parts of the world, weave such agreeing 
truths ? How is it possible, and what end could they have in view, that 
they should all conspire to cheat us with a lie, their pains unasked, their 
advice ungrateful, starving their gain, and martyrdom their reward ?” 

SECTION V. 

Arguments from the Goodness of the Doctrine, Writers, and Style. 

The goodness both of the doctrines contained in the Bible, and of 
their characters who were the penmen, combine to prove their divine 
authority. The doctrines appear to be heavenly, and the men divinely 
inspired. The very style is so sublime and majestic, that no human 
eloquence can climb such heights. Every part of it is so consistent 
and harmonious, so pure and holy, and concurs jointly in one grand 
end, to the exaltation of the great Creator, and the abasement, of the 
haughtiness of man’s polluted race. 

SECTION VI. 
Not of Man, because hated by him, and contrary to his corrupt Nature. 

It could never be the invention of human wisdom, unless it can be 
proved that contraries agree together; for its doctrines and precepts 
are quite disagreeable to the maxims of worldly wisdom, directly oppo- 
site to the depraved inclinations of fallen man, condemning what he de- 
hights in, and recommending a happiness, for which he has no relish, 
nor true perception of its nature. The carnal mind accounts it folly, 
and understands not the things of God, neither can an unregenerate 
man truly know them, because they are spiritually discerned. Worldly 
men slight the Bible, hate it, and oppose it. The sinner undervalues 
and scorns it more than any other book, because it contradicts his pride, 
and condemns his sin. The wicked persecute them that love the scrip- 
tures, and stigmatize them, and discover their enmity against them every 
way they are able, all which evidently shews the truth of the Bible. It 
has foretold us, that this would be the case, and we see it comes to pass 
accordingly. Ali this convinces me beyond a doubt, that this book wag 
not the invention of men. 

‘ sEcTION vi1.—The Dilemma. 

If men invented the Bible, what men were they? They must be 
either bad men, or good men; but the first could not contrive it, and 
the latter never would have done it. Bad men could never invent such 
excellent doctrines, and such excellent precepts, so contrary to their 
own inclinations and conduct ; they would never make a book, to tell 
all the world that all such men as themselves, would be punished for 
ever in hell. And good men could never make a book out of their own 
heads, and then tell you, that their lies were the counsels of the eternal 
God. And the like argument will prove, that it could not have beer 
framed by good or bad angels. 

SECTION VIII. 
Argument from its wonderful Preservation. 
Moreover God appears to be their author, by the care he has taker 
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of these Scriptures. His wonderful power, and his unbaffled skill, have 
preserved them for so many ages, though men and devils have not for- 
got to try all the means they could, to blot out these writings from off 
the face of the earth. All their efforts to overthrow it have been in 
vain ; neither their fraud, nor their force, could succeed, though they 
employed both so often against it. 
SECTION Ix, 
God’s Vengeance on Persecutors. ; 

Hark, O infidel! hear the groans of king Antiochus, who called him- 
self Epiphanes the Illustrious, but was more justly styled by the histo- 
rian Epimanes, the madman. See the emperor Dioclesian forced to ab- 
dicate his throne, and acknowledge the vengeance of God against him, 
for burning his Bibles. The sacred book remains to the present day, 
and will aggravate the condemnation of sceptics and unbelievers. Ne 
works, merely human, have been preserved uninjured for half the 
length of time. 

SECTION X. 
Preserved without the Sword. 

It must have been God, and not man, that thus has defended it. The 
Bible, which contains the religion of Jesus, has not been propagated 
by the sword, like the Alcoran of Mahoet. Princes and potentates 
have done their utmost to destroy it, yet behold it has not only survived 
its enemies, but has triumphed most amidst the fiercest and most violent 
opposition. 

SECTION XI. 
Zeal and Constancy of the Martyrs. 

It has raised its votaries above the fear of fire, made them long for 
martyrdom. Hear Lawrence, oné of the martyrs, when roasting on a 
gridiron, boldly say, ‘‘ Turn up, thou mighty tyrant ; see which is best, 
the raw meat or the roasted.** See thousands yield their bodies to the 
devouring flames, and to tortures unspeakable and innumerable. The 
same zeal and courage discovered in each sex, of every age, rank, and 
degree. Tell me, could any thing less than Heaven’s Almighty power, 
either support or transport them in such an hour of extremity ? 

. SECTION XIT. 
The Increase of Christianity in persecuting Times. 

The Christian religion, like a heavenly seed sown by God himself, 
has grown the faster from its being moistened by the blood of martyrs. 
It has even been the case, that the executioner employed one day in 
putting others to death for Christ’s sake, has been so convinced by 
their example, as to become himself a martyr in the same cause on the 
morrow. 

SECTION XIII. 
The Improbability of Imposture in the Penmen. 

Moreover, if men did counterfeit God’s hand, how has it happened 
that none have discovered the cheat ? What, were they all deceivers ? 
Tell me for why ? What could be the motive that induced them to such 
an imposition, where they saw reproach, imprisonment, torture, and 
death, their only rewards, yet would not one of them withdraw his aid ? 
Would none repent and disclose all the scheme. evy2n when he found all 
the world against him ? Could infernal liars write a vvok so pure and 
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holy, and endure all manner of hardships in defence of it? Had they 
the art to seem so honest, to make their story appear so artless, their 
scheines so divine, and confirm it all by lies which no one could justly 
censure ; While they themselves did not believe their own story, but 
knew it was a fiction of their own contriving. 
SECTION XIV. 
Argument from Judas. 

Even the character and conduct of Judas Iscariot, furnish a strong 
argument for the truth of the gospel. How came it to pass, that he first 
betrayed his Master, and then was so stung with remorse as to put an 
end to his own life by hanging himself? How came he thus to own 
himself guilty of the vilest sin, when if Jesus had been an impostor he 
knew he had done an act of justice to the world, in freeing them from 
him ; for if Jesus was not really what he protessed to be, he deserved 
all that Judas was the means of bringing upen him, and ten times more ? 
Now if there had been any base plot, any bad design, any kind of im- 
posture in the case, Judas, who had so long lived with Christ (and even 
entrusted with the bag, which shews that he was not treated with an 
reserve) who was acquainted with the most private life of Christ, must 
certainly have known it; and if he had known of any blemish, he ought 
to have told it, and would have told it. Duty to God, to his own char- 
acter, and to the world, obliged him to it. But his silence in this res- 
pect, gives the loudest witness to Christ’s innocence, and his awful 
death proves the divine authority of Jesus Christ. 

SECTION XV. 
Moral Character of Christ. 

With further reference to the moral character of Jesus, I would ask, 
was it possible for him to appear so holy, and so free from all taint of 
evil ; could be go up and down the land of Judea, enduring want and 
reproach, discovering no other aim in his conduct but the welfare of 
mankind, by healing their bodies, and instructing their minds, and yet 
at the same time be (what he nevertheless must, unless he were the 
great Messiah) the worst impostor in the world ? 

SECTION XVI. 
Argument from Miracles. 

Christ and his Apostles (as well as many of the Old Testament wri- 
ters) confirmed their doctrine by w orking miracles, or by pertorming 
wonderful works, beyond the common laws of nature. Now these mi- 
raciles, whether real or pretended, were often wrought before a large 
concourse of spectators ; but was it possible that there could -be any 
juggle in the case, when ten thousand witnesses thought they saw the 
dead raised from the cold prison of the grave? Ten thousand specta- 
tors who were professed enemies to the cause of Christ, own that nota- 
ble miracles are per'ormed. cts iv. 16. That the lame are made to 
walk, the blind see, the dumb speak. These enemies can neither deny 
the fact, or find out the deception, though they were present at the 
very time. How was this, could it be all delusion ? Or, if it was real, 
would God let his Omnipotenc e subserve the designs of impostors ? 

SECTION XVII. 
From Prophecy. 
The inspiration and divine authority of the Bible, are confirmed by 
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the fulfilment of prophecies, recorded both in the Old and New Testa- 
ment. Could men or devils pry into the dark depth of futurity? Or 
would God unseal the book of his decrees, to reveal his secrets in 
this wonderful manner to deceivers ? Consider how the scripture has 
been fulfilled in the destruction of Egypt, Nineveh, and Babylon. Be- 
hold the agreement between the Old and New Testament, and the Old 
Testament prophecies fulfilled in the New, especially those relating to 
the Messiah. Nor can this be a false contrivance, for the Jews, who 
have had the prophecies in their keeping from betore Christ’s coming 
to the present time, were, and still cuntinue, bitter enemies to Christi- 
anitv. This renders it impossible for any to surmise, with the least 
foundation, that the prophecies were framed by Christians, and pub- 
lished after the event ; tor how could Christians impose them on their 
inveterate enemies as ancient prophecies? Certainly, if either the 
prophecy, or the fulfilment, had been a forgery, the Jews could not 
have been at a moment’s loss how to detect and expose it. So, like- 
wise, known events have taken place in the world, according to the 
predictions of the New Testament. The prophecies therein are fulfil- 
ling te the present day.* Witness the preservation of the Jews as a 
distinct people, while unnumbered mighty nations of antiquity are en- 
tirely lost, so that no one can ascertain who are their descendants ; yet 
this one nation, which has suffered such peculiar hardships, both at the 
taking of Jerusalem, when their tempie was utterly destroyed, and ever 
since, is nevertheless preserved, though scattered far and wide through 
all the nations of the earth, and remains an astonishing proot of the ful- 
filment of scripture prophecies. Thus we see the accomplishment of 
prophecies contained in the New Testament, especially in the book of 
the Reve ations, relative to the Christian church. She has telt the 
assaults of her enemies, according to the forewarnings there given. 
The corrupt doctrine of Pelagius, foretold as the imbittering the waters 
of the sanctuary by the fall of the star called wormwood. Rev. viii. 11. 
The incursions of the Saracens, foretold as locusts out of the bottomless 
pit. Rev. ix. 7—12. The Turkish horsemen crossing the Euphrates 
to found the Ottoman empire. fev. ix. 14—19. The corrupt church 
of Rome, described as a harlot drunk with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus. Rev. xvit. The Pope, foretold by Paul under the character of 
the man of sin. Il. Thess. 1. 3—12. In short, proofs crowded upon 
proofs surround my soul on every side, and bear the loudest and _ plain- 
est testimony to the ear of reason, that all scripture was given by inspi- 
ration of God, and written by holy men of God, who spake as they were 
inwardly moved by the Holy Spirit. 


SECTION XVIII. 
Conclusion. 

O blessed book ! the gift of wondrous love to man, God grant my soul 
may prove thy almighty power. Teach me, thou Holy Spirit who 
taughtest the prophets themselves. Bring every thought of my heart 
into subjection to thee, teach me the sinfulness of sin, the strictness of 
thy holy law, the need of a perfect righteousness to justify my soul.— 
Teach me the imperfection of my own righteousness, and the all-suffi- 





* Especially in the downfall of Popery. 
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ciency of the righteousness of Christ, which is imputed to every be- 
liever. Shew me how all God’s attributes harmonize in saving sinners 
through the blood of Immanuel. Give me to discern these important 
truths as discovered by thy light, and thus join thy inward witness, to 
all the other evidences of the truth of the written word. Then, how- 
ever my soul may be tost by the waves of fierce temptations, this inward 
witness can never be lost. Sceptics and devils may assault my soul, 
but all their hopes are vain, their arts can never prevail, and my soul 
can never perish, unless the word of God could fail; built on this rock, 
it shall remain unmoved, amidst falling worlds, nor shall the gates of hell 
preyail against it. 
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On the Excellency of the Christian Religion, 
BY DR. WATTS. 


LET everlasting glories crown 
Thy head, my Saviour and my Lord ; 
Thy hands have brought salvation down, 
And writ the blessings in thy word. 


What if we trace the globe around, 
And search from Britain to Japan, 

There shall be no religion found, 
So just to God, so safe to man. 


In vain the trembling conscience seeks 
Some solid ground to rest upon ; 

With long despair the spirit breaks, 
Till we apply to Christ alone. 


How well thy blessed truths agree, 

How wise, and holy thy commands, 
Thy promises how firm they be, 

How firm our hope and comfort stands. 


Not the feign’d fields of heath’nish bliss, 
Can raise such pleasure in the mind, 
Nor does the Turkish paradise 
Pretend to joys so well refin’d. 


Should all the forms that men devise, 
Assault my faith with treach’rous art, 
I’d call them vanity and lies, 
And bind the Gospel to my heart. 


——at 00000 2: 00000 


EXTRACT FROM THE MEMOIR OF REV. JAMES DAVIS. 


‘* It will be perceived by our readers, (say the editors of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Magazine, in their 78th Number) that the preceding accoun 
of the views and experience of Mr. Davis was recorded by himself. We 
have no particular knowledge of the immediate course which he pur- 
sued after the advice he received from the above mentioned young can- 
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didate. We believe, however, that he entered upon a course of studies, 
preparatory to his admission as a student in Dartmouth College. He 
was graduated at this respectable Institution in 1798. By whom, and 
where, he was first approbated to preach, we know not. In 1804, he 
was ordained to the work of an Evangelist by the congregational minis- 
ters, forming ‘‘ the Association of the Western District of Vermont.”’ 
From a document presented to Mr. Davis by the scribe of that Associa- 
tion, it appears, he was highly esteemed for his personal piety and min- 
isterial labors. It is stated m this testimoniat that, ‘‘ The Association 
being in general personally acquainted with Mr. Davis, and particularly 
with his past faithful and useful labors tm a number of towns in their vi- 
cinity, after some natural enquiries, unanimously concurred to favor his 
request, and voted to preceed to the usual examination. And having 
obtained good satisfaction with respect to his regular standing in the vis- 
ible church, and approbation to the work of the ministry ; his experi- 
mental acquaintance with true religion—his religious sentiments—his 
literary and theological improvements, and his call in Provicence to the 
work of an Evangelist, they unanimously voted to proceed to his ordi- 
nation.”’ Agreeably to their vote he was ordained the same day. 

‘* Mr Davis remained in connexion with the Congregationalists till the 
year 1816, when he saw it to be his duty to be immersed on a profess- 
ion of faith. Having submitted to the ordinance of baptism agreeably 
to the usage of apostolic times, at his request he was ordained to the 
work of an Evangelist on the 14th of November, 1816, at Lyme, in Con- 
necticut. See Mag. for 1817, p. 38. 

‘* From this period he labored in various places with unwearied zeal. 
Besides preaching, he used all his influence in procuring funds for Mis- 
sionary and Education purposes. And while he exhorted others to acts 
of benevolence, he set the example himself. It is much to the credit 
of Mr. D. that notwithstanding his pecuniary means were very limited, 
yet he assisted several pious young men in obtaining literary advantages 
and devoted much of his time and property in promoting the cause of 
Foreign Missions. 

‘‘A few months before his death he wrote as follows to one of the Ed- 
itors. ‘* More than fifteen years ago I paid over $100 for the use of 2 
young man of the Baptist denomination, who was looking forward to the 
ministry, (to assist) in the improvement of his mind. I have paid into 
the hands of the treasurer of the Connecticut Auxiliary Society to aid 
the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, $300. I have collected for the 
Seminary under the care of the Board about $500; and to Deacon Lo- 
ring, for the assistance of young men called to the ministry, $56,53._ I 
really believe [ have been instrumental in the hands of God of bringing 
into different churches of the Baptist denomination, eight hundred mem- 
bers. But Paul called himself a fool for boasting. God forbid that I’ 
should glory, save in the eross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Mr. D. was peculiarly abstemious in his manner of living: frequently 
depriving himself of his regular meals, and sleep. He spent much time 
in fasting and prayer. He seemed unusually devoted to God. lis 
health appeared to be gradually declining for several months before his 
death. He continued, however, to ride from place to place until within 
« fow days of his death. Four or five weeks before his last confine- 










































at men = 









































264 MEMOIR OF REV. JAMES DAVIS. [Feb, 


ment, he called on an old acquaintance, where it was observed, that he 
appeared to lament a want of that freedom of access to the throne of 
grace, which he had been usually favored with for many years. He 
seemed desirous of the prayers of all the people of God. But on 
his return to the same place a few days after, he appeared to en- 
joy the divine presence in a comfortable degree. On being asked by 
his pious triend, how those doctrines of the gospel which he used to 
preach, now appeared to him? he replied, ‘‘ God’s truths ; I have lived 
by them, and [ can die by them. ‘They will stand when heaven and 
eartu shall pass away. O what should I[ now do, were it not for the 
Lord Jesus Christ?’ He then, with much emotion, with his hands lifted 
up, and his eyes flowing with tears, exclaimed, ‘‘ Thanks be to God for 
his unspeakable gift.” 

‘** At parting he said to the family in a most affecting manner, “ see 
that none of you appear at the judgment, on the left hand.’’ This 
worthy friend accompanying him some distance while riding, he thus 
addressed him, ‘* Do you feel prepared to be carried home a corpse!” 
And then reaching cut his hand to take leave of his friend, he said, 
‘¢ Tell all the dear people of God in your region, to live near to God, 
then they will live comfortably, and die joyfully.” 

‘* About three weeks, before his death, Mr. D. arrived at Mrs. 
Howe’s, at Abington, but in an extremely weak, emaciated condition. 
He was received and treated by this dear family, with much christian 
affection and kindness. Mrs. H. appeared so far from considering it a 
burden to take care of this devoted servant of the Lord, that she said 
that she would not on any account have been deprived of the privilege 
of having him die at her house. The efficacy of divine grace was most 
clearly displayed in the death of this good man. During his short con- 
finement, he appeared to possess an entire resignation to the will of 
God, and to enjoy an unshaken confidence in the merits of the Saviour. 

‘* Being desirous of once more commemmorating the dying love 
of Christ, at his particular request, the Rev. Mr. Torrey of Hanson, 
with a number of other brethren, met on Lord’s day evening, 13th of 
May, at Mrs. Howe’s for this purpose. Of this interesting communion. 
Mr. Torrey gives the following account. 

‘‘ It was a precious season. The remembrance of it can never be 
erased from my mind. ‘To behold a saint, a minister of the gospel, face 
the king of terrors with composure-- to see such an one, atter having 
borne the burdens and heat of the day, longing to depart and be with 
Christ, is no uninteresting sight. Such a scene did the last sickness of 
the Rev. James Davis present. He seemed to have a deep sense of the 
depravity of the heart, and hoped for salvation only through the mercy 
of God in Christ. Soon after I entered the room, he said to me, 
‘** Brother T , you will never Jament on your death-bed, that you 
have been too faithful in warning sinners of their danger. You will 
never lament that you have been too much engaged in prayer for their 
salvation.”’ After speaking of the consolation he derived from that gos- 
pel he had labored to preach to perishing sinners, he said, ‘‘ I never in 
all my life had such a sense of the wretched condition of sinners as ! 
now have.—I never was so sensible of the awful error of the Unitari- 
ans !”’ 
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‘¢ The communion season was a time of refreshing to him, and, 1 
trust, to each of the brethren present. After he had received the bread, 
he appeared much engaged in prayer and meditation for a short time 
and then repeated the 95th Hymn, 2nd Book of Dr. Watts in a very im- 
pressive manner. The fourth and fifth verses especialiy he repeated 
with peculiar emphasis. At his request we sung at the close, the thir- 
teenth Hymn, third book. ‘‘ How sweet and awful is the place, &c.”’ 
‘< It was indeed a heavenly place in Christ Jesus.” 

“ On the 28th of May last, he calmly resigned his spirit into the bo- 
som of his God and Saviour. On Thursday, the 31st, his remains were 
entombed in the family vault, near the house where he died. 

‘‘ Solemn prayer was offered up at the house before the corpse was 
removed, and after the interment, the procession moved to the Cons 
gregational meeting house, where a solemn and appropriate discourse 
was delivered by Dr. Baldwin, in compliance with the request of bis 
friend deceased. 


The memory of the sust ts blessed.”’ 


To the above we add the following extract, as being highly descrip- 
tive of the general character of Mr. Davis. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Conant to Dr. Sawin. 


Pembroke, August 23, 1821. 

Dear Brother in the Lord, 

At your request, 1 state the following, concerning the life of Elder 
James Davis. 

The first that I ever heard of the man, was by my brother Gaius 
Conant, who was at that time preaching as a candidate in the Congre- 
gational society at Carver. As near as I can recollect, he observed; 
that he was a very religious singular man, and that he preached in a 
singular manner. The first of his preaching in the place, he told his 
hearers, the Lord was coming into the place he believed by his Spirit, 
and that they might oppose it if they dared, but the Lord would work : 
He wished fora prayer meeting to be appointed in the morning; and as 
there was one about to address the throne of grace, he requested him 
to pray particularly for the young people, that they might be conver- 
ted. A revival soon commenced in the place ; a considerable number 
shared in it. | 

One time as he was on his way to Assonei, he stepped into a house 
and gazed about for a considerable time, which excited the attention of 
those present. At last he remarked thus, to the family. ‘‘ You have 
a very nice house, it is almost too good to pray in, is it not? There 
never was any prayer in it, was there ?”’ and then bid them good bye: 
the family began to think what the stranger meant; they recollected 
elso that there never had been a prayer in their house. This appeafed 
*0 be the means of their awakening; they sent for him to come and ats 
tend a meeting at their nouse, and it soon became a house of prayer: 

The-second time that I saw Mr. D. was in the town of Sandwich; 
where I was then teaching a school. His first sermon there was from 
these words, Prepare to meet thy God. | 
K 2 
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A number received impressions at this meeting, that abide to this day; 
a great revival soon commenced, which spread into Barnstable and Fal- 
mouth. The years following, 1810 and 1811, I attended a great num- 
ber of meetings with him, on the Cape and on Martha’s Vineyard. 
There were greater revivals of relizion in those places at this time, 
than had ever been known in them before. Mr. Davis was a great in- 
strument in the hand of God in effecting this work. When he went into 
a place, he would preach if asked ; and before he pronounced the bles- 
sing, he would ask if any one wished for him to appoint a prayer. 
meeting at their house, the next morning at the rising of the sun; if 
any opened their doors, he would give out the appointment. 

These morning prayer-meetings were often very solemn and interest- 
ing; sometimes they would continue the greater part of the forenoon. 
By the time these morning prayer-meetings came to a close, some one 
would wish him to appoint a meeting at their house, to preach in the 
evening, After this manner, meetings have continued for weeks togeth- 
er, where there has been any considerable attention to religion. in a 
place. 

I do not know that I ever sawa more devotional man. I have 
lodged with him a number of nights, when he has spent most of the 
night in prayer ; for hours I have known him to stand with his face to- 
wards the wall of the room, in the posture of secret prayer. 

A lawyer once slept with him, who said in the morning, he was un- 
willing to lay with such a man, for he believed he had been praying for 
him all night. The lawyer, however, soon after obtained a hope in the 
pardoning mercy of God, Mr. Davis spent several mghts at a physi- 
cian’s house in Barnstable. The physician told me that he believed 
Mr. Davis spent whole nights in prayer, for when they went up to 
make his bed, they perceived that no person had slept in it. 

I visited him in his last sickness, and after shaking hands with me 
as usual, he made a little pause, and then took hold of my hand again 
and said, ‘‘ dear brother Conant, | am glad to see you. 1 have got al- 
most home, but | am not sorry that I have preached the gospel, that 
I have warned the righteous and wicked, that I have encountered diffi- 
culties for the cause of Christ ; nor for the sacrifices that | have made 
for God.’* He told me in the first of his sickness he was in darkness, 
but he believed that his prayers had been answered: he said he had 
been desirous to have the Lord’s supper administered to him, for he had 
often found, that in that ordinance be had obtained a blessing. He _ ob- 
served that he mentioned to you that he was desirous of “having the 
Lord’s supper administered to him, but did not know how it could be 

effected, until you pointed out the way. He said, ever after broth- 
er Torrey was there and administered the ordinance, he had en- 
joyed his mind much better, and said he was now willing to go. I asked 
him, Have you no fears of death? He replied, ‘‘ 1 cannot say that | 
have any at all.”’? I asked him what was the principal source of his 
comfort. He said that the Lord reigned, and would do all his pleasure. 
i think I never saw any christian appear to enjoy more of the divine 
presence in his last sickness than brother Davis.”’ 
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AMissionarp Zute ligenee. 


DOMESTIC.....INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


ViIsiT TO THE SCHOOL. 


Tur Oneida Indians having been kept in a continual state of agita- 
tion for some time, by the attempts to persuade them to emigrate to 
Green Bay, and indulging tears, lest by some means they should be com- 
pelled to quit their present situation, sent a deputation to Washington, 
to lay their case before the General Government, and ask fur protec- 
tion: but the President, and Secretary of War being absent, they were 
compelled to return without accomplishing the object of their mission. 
Elder J. Peck having been to Wasnington as an agent from the Hamil- 
ton Buptist Missionary Society, for the purpose of obtaining funds to 
support the school at Oneida ; and having received several communica- 
tions from the Secretary of War; the Indians requested that he might 
Visit them, and give such information of the views of government as he 
might possess. 

Accordingly Elder John Peck, in company with Elders N. Peck, 
Cole and J. Lawton, went to Oneida Castleton on the 18th of Decem- 
ber, 1821. In the forenoon they visited the school, and were greatly 
pleased with the present prospect. ‘The school is in a promising situa- 
tion, upwards of forty scholars were present. 

In the aftetnoon they repaired to Moses Schuyler’s, who is a native, 
in order to meet the chiefs agreeably to their request. After mutual 
salutation, Brother Peck proceeded to give them an account of his 
journey, and his interview with the Secretary of War, in which the Sec- 
retary gave the strongest assurances, that not one Indian will be com- 
pelled to emigrate. He likewise informed them what a deep interest, 
the most respectable characters, take in their concerns ; and what gen- 
erous donations he had obtained in many places for their benefit. Broth- 
er Lawton, the Secretary of the Board, then read letters from the war 
department, containing the benevolent views of government concerning 
them Several other papers were then read and interpreted to them. 
Brother Peck then gave a concise view of all our proceedings in rela- 
tion to the establishment among them, and also the plan of our future 
operations, in regard to the School, and the establishment of the me- 
chanical arts among them. All the chiefs and principal men present, 
manifested entire satisfaction, and with one voice, requested them to 
go on with their benevolent exertions, engaging to use all their influence 
to carry into effect all their generous designs. 

In the evening, Br. J. Peck delivered a discourse at the school house 
to a large assembly of people, among whom were a considerable num- 
ber of the natives, several of whom appeared to listen with ceep atten- 
tion. 

On the succeeding day, the Brethren visited the school ; and were 
exceedingly gratified | in counting sixty-two Indian scholars in their pla- 
ces. After observing their exercises for some time, they proceeded to 
make a distribution among the children of the clothing which had been 
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sent by the Ladies in New-York. This was a most interesting exhibi- 
tion. Some of the chiefs and parents were present. To view the pleased 
countenance, and observe the heart-felt joy manifested on this occasion, 
was sufficient to excite emotions of gratitude in the most listless observ- 
er. Some of those children were almost naked, but through the benev- 
olence of the pious benefactors, they are now placed in such circum- 
stances, that they can comfortably attend school, notwithstanding the in- 
clemency of the weather. Upon the whole, the Brethren were abun- 
dantly satisfied that God had hitherto directed the operations of the So- 
ciety ; and that to him belongs all the glory. There are now on the 
list, one hundred and twenty scholars ; and some prospect of increase 
of numbers. 

The Board have purchased four building lots ; are preparing a com- 
fortable house for the school teacher; have employed a carpenter and 
blacksmith, who have already moved to the premises. They have erec- 
ted a blacksmith’s shop, and have procured a sufficient quantity of iron 
and steel, and likewise coal to enable the blacksmith to proceed to busi- 
ness. The Indians have selected a young man, whom they wish to have 
taught the art. The carpenter has likewise commenced business: a 
person is selected by the chiefs, to be instructed in the carpenter’s bu- 
giness. It may not be amiss to state here, that our teacher, Elder Pow- 
ell, not only supplies the.school, but preaches in the neighboring towns 
on the sabbath ; and his labors have been greatly blessed, to the awa- 
kening of sinners and comforting the saints. A precious work of refor- 
mation is progressing in some of the towns adjacent to Oneida Castle- 
ton. In Verona, twelve have been been baptized in one day: About 
twenty-nine have been added to the church, In Lenox many have been 
brought to rejoice in the Lord. 


ie 


AN ACCOUNT OF ELDER JOHN PECK’S JOURNEY TO WASH- 
INGTON, 1821. 

Thursday, Sept. 27th, 1821.—IJ set out on my journey to Washing- 
ton. My mind gloomy, my health poor; the journey long, and the 
prospect of success smai!: but as I believe the cause is the Lord’s, and 
that success depends alone on him, and as the hearts of all men are in 
his hands, and he can turn them as the rivers of water are turned; and 
as the gold and silver are his ; I venture forward in his strength, pray- 
ing that he may prepare the way before me, and that my journey may 
terminate for his glory, and the gaod of the poor degraded Indians. 

On the 29th I reached Albany, and on the thirtieth preached three 
times in the city, and | trust the Lord was present. 

October Ist.—--Spent this day in purchasing some lots of land, for the 
Society at Oneida, and procuring titles for the same. I also visited Gov. 
Clinton, and was kindly entertained by him. He offered to give a re- 
commendation to the Secretary of War. I likewise called on Mr. Tomp- 
kins, the Vice President, who also generously offered me a letter of 
introduction, to the President, and the Secretary of War. 

3d.—-Having received a letter from Mr. Tompkins, to the President, 
and accomplished my business at the land-oflice ; at five o’clock went on. 
hoard the steam boat for New-York, 
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4th.—-I landed at West Point for thirty minutes ; went and viewed the 
fortifications and munitions of war. Saw the cadets, a company of beau- 
tiful young men, all in uniform and expert in the art of war: But I fear 
ignorant of the earns wariare, and destitute of those weapons which 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds. At six whack, P. M. I arrived at New-York. 

On the fifth visited Kiders Williams and Maclay. and other Brethren: 
they highly approve of our proceedings in regard to the [Indians ; and 
have agreed to assist us in our operations. In the evening attended a 
prayer meeting, and it was a comfortable time to my soul. ‘I feel much 
encouraged thatthe Lord will bless my feeble labors for the good of 
the heathen. Bless the Lord, O my soul ! 

6th.— This morning received of Deacon John Withington, as a dona- 
tion for the Society, twenty dollars, in cash ; before which I had not 
money sufficent to support me through my journey. How good is the 
Lord! I have now a supply;—surely the Lord can provide. 

Lord’s day, 7th. —Preached three times this day in the city, and had 
the privilege of meeting with Elder Welch, from St. Louis, and Elder 
Malcom, of Hudson. My heart has been comforted this day. 

8th. —After meeting with the Education Board, preached a mission- 
ary sermon in the evening at Mr. Maclay’s meeting house, for the ben- 
efit of the New-York Female Society: a contribution of forty-two dol- 
lars and thirty cents was taken. I believe the Lord helped me to 
preach his word, and plead the wants of the Indians. 

Tuesday, 9th.—-Left New-York and arrived at P hiladelphia on the 
eleventh. Went in company with Rev. Mr. Peckworth to Dr. Staugh- 
ton’s, and made arrangements for the meeting of the Board of Foreign 
Missions on my return from Washington. Il was greatly delighted 
see the willingness which was manifested to help us. I then returned 
to Brother Peckworth’s, and was greatly pleased to find, that after sus- 
taining a heavy stroke, in the loss of his former dear and. amiable com- 
panion, he was again so highly favored in a connexion with a most ex- 
cellent and agreeable woman, whose conjugal and parental affections un- 
der the influence of real and unaffected picty, will greatly make up the ~ 
loss sustained by the father and his children. 

Friday, 12th.—Left Philadelphia for Washington. This day had a 
deep sense of the evil nature of sin, and the depravity of my own heart; 
and admired that grace which can save the chief of sinners. 

Saturday, 13th.—Arrived at Washington, was kindly received by Br, 
Brown, and visited the Secretary of War. 

Lord’s day, 14th.—I this day preached three times, and the acquain- 
tance which | formed with many christian brethren, was truly comfur- 
ting to my heart. 

15th. —Waited on the Secretary of War, he has agreed to appropri- 
ate three hundred and fifty dollars yearly to the Society. I then visited 
the College, and had a pleasant interview with the Students, and their 
preceptor, Professor Chase. 

16th.—Visited the Secretary of War at his house, had an agreeable 
interview; he gave me much information concerning the Indians. I then 
received from him a warrant, and drew out of the U.S. treasury three 
hundred and fifty dollars. After this visited some christian friends, and 
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was refreshed. I feel myself in duty bound to acknowledge the friend- 
ship of brother Brown, his assiduity and usefulness to me in negotia- 
ting the business, on which [ came to this city. Likewise, the kind- 
ness of Gov. Meigs, the Post-Master-General; and of Mr. Calhoun the 
Secretary of War, who seemed to take a deep interest in the welfare 
of our Society. I then made such arrangements with the Secretary, 
that brother Brown, as agent, can transact our business with the war 
department. 

i7th.—I left the seat of government, perfectly satisfied with the 
treatment I had received from the heads of the several departments 
with whom I had business to transact. In passing on my way I had many 
pleasing reflections on the goodness of the Lord. But these pleasing 
ideas were soon interrupted by coming to the place where Com. Leca- 
tur fell in a duel with Com. Barron. O the depravity of man! Surely 
he died as a fool dieth. IL then passed the battle ground of Bladens- 
burgh, and saw where many of our fellow mortals died in battle, and 
were buried. I thought how blessed will be that day, when swords 
shall be beaten into plough shares, and spears into pruning hooks, and 
the nations learn war no more: and how precious that Gospel which 
will effect it—At three o'clock arrived at Baltimore: called on my 
good brother Henly, was kindly entertained, and happy in finding bim 
and his companion in health, and I trust enjoying the presence of the 
Lord. 

19th.—Arrived at Philadelphia. 

20th.—Went with Brother Peckworth to Dr. Staughton’s: they 
agreed that the Board should meet on Tuesday next. 

2ist.—Preached three times this day, and to me the gospel of the 
Kingdom has appeared precious. | have addressed a multitude in the 
course of the day, and though the word has been sown in weakness, I 
hope it may be raised in power, to the comfort and salvation of some 
precious soul. ‘Tarried with Brother Peckworth. This night had a 
deep sense of my depravity. Was ever such a heart as mine renewed 
by grace! O Lord, search and try me, and make me such as thou 
wouldst have me to be. 

29°d.—Went to Dr. Staughton’s, and attended to some business. Sud- 
denly there was acry of fire: I hastened to the scene of distress ; I 
there saw buildings wrapped in flames : but by the ingenuity and indus- 
try of the firemen, the flames were soon extinguished. While I stood 
as a spectator, I was led into the following reflections. 1st. How un- 
certain are all things in this world, and how soon riches may take to 
themselves wings and fly away. 2d. If a few buildings on fire, will ex- 
cite so much anxiety, what will the wicked do when the earth shall be 
en fire, and the elements melt with fervent heat ? 

Tuesday, 23d.—Met the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, and 
could say, how good, and how pleasant it is for brethren to: meet to- 
gether in unity.—The Board appeared satisfied with the movements of 
our Society in regard to the Indians, and gave me an order on the trea- 
sury for three hundred dollars. —In conversing with the Board, on the 
subject of the loan to the Columbian College, I became convinced that 
the fears which had been excited, were ill founded ; for that instead of 
its being detrimental to the missionary interest, it would prove benef- 
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cial by increasing the funds to a large amount. Measures have already 


becn iaken to refund it in the course of a few months, when it will be 
needed to assist in defraying the numerous calls upon the Board.* 

Wednesday 24th.— Took an affectionate leave of our dear friends in 
Philadelphia, and proceeded on my way. Visited Burlington, preached 
in the evening, took a collection for the Society, was kindly entertained 
by Elder Kenard and others. 

25th.—Spent the forenoon in visiting and collecting for the Socrety. 
In the afternoon went on board the steam boat, in company with El- 
der M‘Laughlin to New Brunswick ; where I called for a short time, 
anc saw Elders: Dodge, Brown, and Welch, and had a pleasant season 
with them. 

27th.—I returned to New-York, and was kindly received by our 
brethren, who rejoiced in the success which had attended my journey 
thus iar. 

28th.—Preached three times, and commemorated the death of our 
Lord. 

29th.—Spent this day in attending to the concerns of our Society ; 
and received of Brother Stokes, the ‘Treasurer of the Board of Foreign 
Miss:ons, three hundred dollars in cash. 

30th.—Attended to the business of the Society with some success. 

3ist.---Spent this day as the tormer. 

November Ist.—In the evening, preached for Brother Parkinson: at 
the close of sermon, by a request, gave an account of our [ndian affairs. 
Then met with their Board of Missions. They gave me an invitation to 
preach a missionary sermon on next Lord’s day evening, and take a col- 
lection. 

2d.— This day much has been done by the pious females in this city, 
to clothe the poor Indian children. I bless the Lord that notwithstand- 
ing the many benevolent objects they have in view, they have a tear to 
shed over this benighted people, and a mite to accompany it. 

3d.—-This day much has been done for the Society. 

4th.—In the evening preached in Gold-street, and took a collection 
of fifty-six dollars of Elder Parkinson’s people, for the benefit of the 
New-York Female Society. Surely the gold and the silver are the 
Lord’s. 

5th.—Preached for Elder A. Smith’s people; tcok a collection of twe 
dollars and sixty-eight cents. 

6th.- In the evening preached a missionary sermon, at Elder Wil- 
liam’s meeting house, a collection was taken of thirty-four dollars thirty- 
seven cents. 

7th.—In the forenoon, met the Female Society in Elder Parkinson’s 
Society, and received of them fifty-six dollars in cash and some books. 
In the afternoon met the Female Society for the Benefit of Heathen Chil- 
dren, and received from them one hundred and fifty-four dollars in cash, 
and one hundred and sixty-one dollars and thirty-six cents in books and 
articles of clothing. I then, in behalf of the Society, returned them 
thanks, but more especially felt disposed to thank Almighty God, who 

put it into their hearts to contribute for the relief of poor Indians. This 


* I have just received intelligence from Wash‘ngton, that five thousand dol- 
lars have been paid into the treasury. 
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was an interesting season: I| trust every heart was comforted, for I am 
sure that mine was made to rejoice. In the evening I preached for 
Elder Maclay. 

38th.—Took an affectionate leave of our dear friends in New-York ; 
and think I shall ever have in remembrance the kindness of those chris- 
tian friends, and pray the Lord may reward them a thousand fold for 
their labors of love for the poor sons of the forest. 

9th.—I arrived in Albany, and on the tenth visited Elders Leonard 
and Paul, and other christian friends ; and forwarded the goods of the 
Society by Mr. Phelps, to Cazenovia. On the eleventh preached three 
times, and took a collection of the African Church of three dollars and 
thirty-one cents; and of Brother Leonard’s people to the amount of 
fourteen dollars and sixty-two cents. I rejoice that the borders of Zion 
are enlarging in this city. 

12th.--I left Albany, stopped at Schoharie, met with Elder Herrick, 
and preached in the evening. 

13th.—I preached in the evening at Esperance village, and took a 
collection of three dollars, in cash, and sundry articles of clothing: the 
season was solemn. 

14th. Set out on my way homeward, and on the 15th arrived at my 
own house, and found my family in health : having been absent fifty 
days. 

In taking a retrospect of my journey, I can but admire the goodness 
of God, in the preservation of my life and the improvement of my 
health ; and in that he gave me favor in the sight of the people, and for 
their liberality for the promotion of the best of causes ; and for the com- 
fort my soul has enjoyed. So that I can adopt the words of the Psalm- 
ist, ** What shall [ render unto the Lord for all his benefits to- 
wards me? I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name 
of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the pres- 
ence of all his people.’’ And in view of the success which has at- 
tended our labors as a Society, for the good of the poorsons of the 
forest ; and the liberal contributions made for the promotion of this ob- 
ject; we may say, hitherto the Lord hath helped us. And notwith- 
standing we meet with opposition from the grand enemy of all good, and 
from the influence of wicked and designing men ; let us not be disheart- 
ened, for He that sitteth in the heavens shall have them in derision.— 
And we may say, as Nehemiah did to Sanballat and Tobiah, when he 
was about to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, ‘‘ The God of heaven he 
will prosper us, therefore, we his servants will arise and build.”” There- 
fore let our humble pe'ition be, **‘ O Lord, establish thou the work o! 
our hands, yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.” 


I received as follows : 





In cash, from various sources, - $950 11 
In Books and Articles of Clothing, - - 332 10 
Total amount, in Cash, Books and Clothing, g 1282 21* 


* A particular account of the items received, will be made public ™ 
the Treasurer's Report. 
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Letter from the ‘‘ New-York Female Society for the Education of Heathen 
Children,” to the Board of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Socvety, 


New-York, Nov. 7th, 1821. 
Dear Brethren in the Lord, 

The New-Yorw Barrist Femare Society for the Education of 
Heathen Children, feeling particularly interested for the Indians of our 
own land, sincerely rejoice to hear of the Lord’s goodness to your As- 
sociation, in prospering your labors among the long-neglected tribe, to 
which he has directed your attention. We bless the Lord for. his 
mercy tg. the Oneidas, in leading the minds of the Board towards them, 
and our prayer to Him i is, that “they may be saved. We acknowledge 
them as brethren according to the flesh; and we trust the time is not far 
distant, when we shall be able to call them, as we now do you, ‘* Dear 
Brethren in the Lord.”? Our hearts have been gladdened by the visit 
of our beloved and much valued brother Peck: we believe the Lord 
has been with him, and we feel constrained to acknowledge the hand of 
our gracious God in directing him to our City at this time ; on his arri- 
val our little society had sixty-seven dollars and thirteen cents in the 
Treasurer’s hands. This we immediate ly determined should go to the 
Oneida school: and we resolved, that every exertion should be made 
by us to supply the necessities of the children in it. But we must add, 
that so weak was our farth, we feared we should not find favor, in the 
eyes of those to whom we must apply for aid. But, in this the Lord 
was better to us than our fears; and he, in whose keeping are the 
hearts of all men, was pleased to incline them to render the assistance 
we needed, and our fellow citizens, have supplied us with the means 
for clothing your little red children. 

By our dear Brother Peck, we forward to your care $154,17 in cash, 
and various articles amounting to $164,36 as per annexed list. Broth 
er Peck has also a small package for Sister Powell, which, she is re 
quested to accept. Did not distance prevent, we should feel much 
pleasure in seeing the little Oneidas, dressed in the garments we have 
sent them; but if we never see them here, may we meet them clothed 
in the robes of a Redeemer’s righteousness in “ another and a better 
world.’’—May the blessing of Israel’s God attend your labors, and may 
your own souls enjoy in rich abundance, the consolations of that Gospel 
you proclaim to others. 

We remain, dear Brethren, yours in the bonds of Christian affection, 

In behalf of the Society, 
ISABELLA HOLT. 


a 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM DR. STAUGHTON TO ONE OF THE EDITORS: 


Philadelphia, Oct. 1, 1821. 
My dear Brother, 


You will be gratified to hear that we have lately sent four waggo# 
loads of Missionaries to the Valley Towns. They consisted of 
Rev. Thomas Roberts, late of the Great Valley, with wife and family. 
Issac Cleaver, blacksmith and farmer, with wife and family. 
Evan Jones, teacher, with do. John Farier, farmer and weaver: 
L 2 
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Elizabeth Jones, 

Mary Lewis, and ) teachers. 
Ann Cleaver, 

The children that accompany are 
Samuel Cleaver, AZ. 17, farmer. 
Phineas Cleaver, 15 = do. 
John Cleaver, 12 

Thomas Roberts, jun. 15, has studied medicine considerably. 
John Roberts, 11 
Elizabeth Roberts, 13 
Catharine Cleaver, 12 

Nine others are under the age of 11—in all 25. The brothers and 
sisters for piety, industry, zeal, &c. appear to be precisely of the right 
stamp. 

They were set apart to their work on Thursday evening last—I have 
heard of their passing through Wilmington—T hey left us last Friday 
morning. 

A brother and sister of the name of Clyde set out to assist brother 
Mc. Coy, four weeks ago. 

Yours, &. W. STAUGHTON. 

[ Amer. Bapt. Mag.] 


ni 


ENGLISH BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Anniversary of this Society was held at the City of London Tav- 
ern on Tuesday evening, the 19th of June, 1821, Bensamin Suaw, Esq. 
in the chair. 

The Report stated that this Society has now Ezght Missionaries, sta- 
tioned in the counties of Derby, Devon, Hereford, Oxford, Somerset, 
Warwick, and the Scilly Islands, who are entirely devoted to the work, 
and under the direction of the Committee. There are also upwards ot 
Sixty Ministers and occasional Preachers of the Gospel, who are assist- 
ed in defraying the expenses of their itinerant labors in the villages.— 
Their exertions are carried on in about three hundred stations, situated 
in Twenty-three different counties in England, and Five in the principal- 
ity of Wales, besides those which have lately been established on the 
adjacent Islands of Jersey, and Scilly. Connected with these stations 
are Seventy Sunday Schools for Children, and Ten for Adults, containing 
an aggregate number of at least Four Thousand Children. 

Rev. Dr. Rippon. Mr. Chairman, I rise not to detain you, or this 
vast assembly, many minutes. The Report, this very interesting Report, 
is before you; and I am persuaded there can be but one opinion con- 
cerning it,—that it is a report of very great importance. You are by 
the motion in my hand requested to receive it ; and I am sure there ts no 
one who has heard it, and who possesses any benevolence towards man- 
kind, or any concern for their immortal interest, that can help receiving 

it. But what we feel concerned about is, that it should be received 
aright. I am sure as an individual I shall join in receiving it with grat- 
itude to my christian brother Edwards, and others who have been asso- 
ciated with him in helping forward this good work ; for gratitude is due 
te our brethren, te those who have held up their hands, and to all who 
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have assisted by their contributions. But you know whither these 
ideas ought to conduct our minds. They ought to excite gratitude 
to that great Being in whose presence we now now are. And oh, what 
ambition should inspire our hearts, that each of us may be able to add, 
‘‘ whose I am, and whom I serve.’’ One of my brethren, a beloved 
friend at my right hand, has just said to to me, ‘ Sir, if you begin to 
speak, you know so much of missionary business both at home and 
abroad, that you will hold on till midniglit.””. Now I shall be very far 
from doing so, though I think he is one of the best of all the prophets 
that [ am acquainted with. It is true I feel much for this cause ; for I 
happened to be one of the first, if not the very first that engaged i in the 
work of Home Missions; all the ground in the West of England I bave 
gone over in the operation of village preaching, and I could detail some 
circumstances with great pleasure ; but I forbear; for I am to move the 
adoption of the report, and I wish some of our junior brethren to enter 
on this detail. But if I should be here at a quarter-past eight o'clock, 
and there should be no speaker to address you, I will entertain you 
about half an hour. I will therefore now only move that the Report be 
received. 

Rey. Dr. Newman. Mr. Chairman, ! have no doubt that there are 
many of our worthy friends from the country who would most readily 
and effectually have seconded this motion; and I do not know how it 
has fallen to my lot to dogit. Indeed I cannot think there is a person 
present who would not second the motion just made; for I am willing 
to think we are all of one mind and of one heart respecting the great 
object of this Society. Certainly, my christian friends, if what you 
have now heard be true (and there can be no question as to the truth 
of these statements) it is high time we had more Bibles, more Tracts, 
more Schools, more Preachers, and more Societies: or at least that 
there were ampler funds, and that greater exertions were made to sup- 
port them. If it be true, for instance, that a large and populous county 
_ is even now, as it respects the greater part of its population, in deplo- 

rable darkness, it is high time that we should exert ourselves, and see 
if it be in the power of our hands to promote its illumination. There 
is no doubt very much land that remains to be possessed ; and if all the 
facts could be brought and laid before us, they would unquestionably be 
appalling. If we knew precisely and accurately the state of our coun- 
try at this moment, it would fill us with fear and trembling. But we are 
met on this occasion to give thanks to God, the great Father of lights, 
for what has been done already, and for the prospect of what will be 
done in years to come. I was thinking recently of the great benefits 
this country has derived during the last three hundred years from the 
Reformation. I would not detain you; but I would just advert to this 
circumstance, that we are under great obligations, under Divine Provi- 
dence, to those illustrious men who labored hard, and suffered for a long 
course of years, and that we are now entering into their labors. If I 
might name some of our own countrymen, whose names should be held 
in everlasting remembrance. | would name a Wickliffe, a Tyndale, a 
Cranmer, a Latimer, and a Knox. These are men, to be in alliance 
with whom in any way ‘ust be a high honor indeed; to be treading in 
their steps, and imitating their great example. They labored, and la- 
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bored hard, and suffered much, to introduce what we now enjoy. Per. 
mit me to call your attention to the city of Cambridge in 1529, be- 
fore the commencement oi the Ketormation in this country. There 
was Latimer, who was characterized by his plain, rough, blunt manner, 
joined with a great deal of fervor ; concerning whom Dr. Bates observes, 
that a rough piece of iron red-hot will pierce deeper into a piece of 
wood than a fine-polished spike that is cold. It was to be expected that 
Satan would raise great opposition to this work ; accordingly there was 
a Dr. Buckenham of the order of Black Friars, who set himself in op- 
position to Latimer. Latimer having pleaded most strenuously that the 
people of England should have the word of God in their own language, 
—this Dr. Buckenham violently opposed, bringing five arguments out 
of the scriptures, and four out of the fathers, to show the impropriety 
oi the people having the scriptures in their own hands. We have not 
all these arguments ; Fox has not preserved them; but I can give youa 
specimen of them. It, said the friar, the Bible were printed in English, 
the most dreadful consequences would ensue. If a ploughman were to 
read such words as these, No man that putteth his hand to the plough and 
fooketh back is fit for the kingdom of heaven, he would be terrified ; he 
would cast his plough under the hedge, and we should all be ruined.— 
So if a baker should read, 4 little leaven leaveneth the whole lump, he 
would leave out the leaven, and would give us very bad bread, or none 
at all, and in that way we should be ruined. Another who should read, 
If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee, would 
pull out his eyes, and we should have a nation of blind beggars.  Lati- 
mer having given notice that he would answer the friar, the greatest at- 
tention was excited; all the heads of houses, and the most reputable 
inhabitants of Cambridge, were assembled ; and the friar sat facing the 
pulpit, Latimer contended that the people of England were not so fool- 
ish as the friar had represented. ‘* At all events (said he) let the ex- 
periment be made; it will be time enough to bring forward this objec- 
tion when they are guilty of such egregious blunders.’’ He pleaded, 
however, that there was no danger to be apprehended ; that the figu- 
yative language of scripture was perfectly intelligible, and that such fig- 
ures as our Saviour employed were common to all nations. ‘* The 
painters (said he) put them on the walls of our houses, and you see 
them every where. And (continued he, looking towards the friar) if a 
painter should draw a fox peeping out of a friar’s cowl, the people of 
England would not suppose that a fox was actually meant; they would 
know that the fox was only intended to be the image of the friar, a sym- 
bo! of the craftiness, cruelty, and subtlety of these men, who must be 
opposed that we may have the word of God in plain English. "—By the 
force of these arguments, accompanied as they were by the Spirit of 
God, so strong an impression was made that the friar never dared to 
Jook at Latimer again. We are now enjoying the blessing of these la- 
bours. The evils which the friar prognosticated never did, and never 
will occur, Let the people have the Bible, (and if preachers are ne- 
cessary to explain the word of God, let them have preachers too,) that 
every man in his own language may have the knowledge of that manifes- 
tation of mercy to which we are so much indebted. But I forget my- 
self; I must conclude, by seconding the motion which Dr. Rippon has 
made. [Eng. Mag. 
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BURMAN MISSION. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. A. JUDSON TO MR. SHARP. 
Rangoon, January 25, 1821. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

During my stay in Bengal, 1 received frequent communications from 
brother Colman; but he is, I believe, a constant correspondent of yours, 
and you are doubtless acquainted with all his affairs. | hope, that if his 
inducements to stay in Chittagong are not too strong, the way will finally 
be opened itor his return to this place. 

While at Serampore, I endeavored to make some arrangement with 
Drs. Carey and Marshman, and brother Hough, for printing the New- 
Testament in Birman, at that place, but found it not practicable. It 
would be imprudent and dangerous at present, to attempt printing on a 
large scale in this country ; but | trust, that ere long the Lord will pro- 
vide. 

I have lately ventured to open the zayat, encouraged by the tolerant 
spirit of the present government of Rangoon. ‘The baptized disciples 
have all continued firm, and there are some encouraging appearances 
among a few others. 


With best regards, very respectfully yours, 
A. JUDSON, Jun. 


—<——— 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MRS. JUDSON TO MRS. KENDALL,* OF 
BOSTON. 
Rangoon, March 5, 1821. 
My dear Mrs Kendall, 

Our late voyage to Bengal was very beneficial, though my. disorder. 
(an affection of the liver) is not eradicated. It is not probable that I 
should now be living had it not been for the beneficial effects of the sea 
air and the medical advice obtained. Nothing could have been more 
contrary to our inclinations than leaving the Mission in such a feeble 
atate. But he who ts wise in ordering all our steps, has overruled it for 
good, and caused his grace to shine more conspicuous in enabling all the 
disciples to stand firm in the midst of difficulty without the aid of a teach- 
er. It was Mr. Judson’s intention to return immediately on our arrival 
in Bengal, and leave me under the care of a physician ; but no ship sail- 
ing for Rangoon, he was detained three months, at the expiration of 
which we both embarked on board the very first vessel that sailed Our 
voyage was tedious and distressing above any that we had ever taken. 
The brig was so small and so filled with native passengers, that we were 
unable to obtain the least exercise by walking on deck, and so full of 
scorpions and centipedes that we never dared to shut our eyes to sleep 
without completely enclosing ourselves in curtains. In addition to these 
inconveniences, we had a strong contrary wind, and frequently violent 
squalls, with the most terrific thunder and lightning we had ever wit- 


* Mrs. K deceased several wecks before the letter arrived. 
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nessed. We were six weeks in making a passage which is generally 
made in ten or fifteen days. 

On our near approach to Rangoon, you cannot imagine our anxiety to 
learn the fate of our beloved converts. It was nearly six months since 
we had left them, and during that interval had never heard a word from 
them. Of the ten, who had beed baptized, we expected to hear that 
some had apostatized, some grown cold, and some perhaps had suffered 
martyrdom. As the vessel sailed up the river, with what anxiety did 
we look through the spy-glass to discover who of the disciples were 
waiting our arrival on the wharf, considering this as some criterion by 
which we could determine their adherence to the Christian religion! 
And what was our joy when we discovered the principal ones looking 
with as much eagerness toward the vessel as we did towards the shore. 
In the evening we found ourselves surrounded by all the converts (ex- 
cepting one, who was in the country, and had not heard of our arrival,) 
and once more united with them in praising our heavenly Father for 
our sale arrival, and for the grace which had been given to enable them 
thus far to persevere. 

We found the country in astate of distress, occasioned by raising troops 
preparatory to war with the Siamese. All our converts,with the exception 
of those who were unmarried, had shared largely in the general trouble. 
Some of them had been obliged to pay a hundred, some seventy-five, and 
some fifty tickals.* They were all dispersed, some adhering to one man 
in power, and some to another, in order to prevent further extortions. 
But all to a man remained steadfast in their adherence to the religion 
of Christ, and still continued to give evidence of being true Christians. 
Those we had left as inquirers again collected around us, and some of them 
gave considerable evidence of having been born again ; thus after an ab- 
gence of six months, we found ourselves almost in the same situation as 
when we left, and the prospect before us equally encouraging. One 
Birman has been added to the church since our arrival, whose conver- 
sion strikingly displays the sovereignty of God. He is a native of Bike 
where his parents still live ; he came to Rangoon two years ago, and at- 
tached himself to a teacher in order to understand the Birman system of 
religion more perfectly, and to find some way of escape from hell. He 
followed the instructions of the teacher, accompanied him to the pago- 
das, made offerings when he bid him, and did eyery thing which he con- 
sidered meritorious. At the expiration of one year, he found himself as 
far from a state of ease and safety as when he commenced the useless 
routine. While his mind was in this state of perplexity, he heard one 
of his neighbors telling another, that a foreign teacher had commenced 
preaching, that he told about an eternal God, that he had come to this 
country for no other purpose than that of instructing the Birmans in this 
new religion, that he gave tracts to all who wished them and lived in a 
white zayat on the pagoda road. Hearing this he immediately resolved 
on visiting this strange teacher. The next morning before sunrise when 
Moung Nau went to open the zayat, to his great surprise he saw a stran- 
ger waiting in the porch, who immediately inquired if that was the resi- 
dence of the foreign teacher. He said nothing of his object in coming, 


* A tickal is about half a dolfar. 
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but appeared all attention while Mr. Judson was conversing with the 
multitude who then thronged the zayat. He had continued his visits 
three or four days, a silent listener to all that was said, before Mr. Jud- 
son conversed with him personally. He then took him to the Mission 
house, inquired particularly into the state of his mind, and, to his great 
surprise and joy, found that he had obtained clear views of himself as a 
Jost, ruined sinner, and felt that the way of salvation, by Christ, was al- 
together suitable for a person in his situation. He felt desirous of em- 
bracing the Christian religion, and requested to be baptized. On fur- 
ther inquiry, Mr. J. found he was under an engagement to go to sea, and 
expected to sail ina few days. Thus circumstanced, the brethren were 
unwilling to administer the ordinance of baptism, as they had had no 
opportunity of knowing any thing further of him than what they had 
seen in so short a time. The day before he sailed, he obtained per- 
mission of his captain to visit the zayat once more, when his appearance 
was remarkably solemn and interesting. He seemed desirous to be re- 
leased from his engagement to go to sea, but it was now too late. Mr. 
J. furnished him with tracts and portions of scripture, and after praying, 
and committing him to God, parted with him, feeling doubtful whether 
he should ever meet with him again in this world. A few weeks ago, 
just a year and a half from his departure, we had the great pleasure of 
seeing him come up the Mission stairs. On conversing with him, we 
were surprised to find that he had made such advances in the divine life, 
with no other means of grace than the gospel of Matthew, and a few 
tracts. The religion of Christ beautifully appeared through all his rus- 
ticity, and shewed itself of divine origin. He was soon after baptized, 
and joyfully received by every member, into our little church. Thus, 
my dear Mrs. K. we see that the work of God is the same, whether ef- 
fected in the heart of an enlightened, refined, nominal Christian, or in 
that of an uncivilized, ignorant heathen. In both cases, the effects 
of grace are the same, the same humiliating knowledge of one’s 
self is obtained, the same discoveries of God are made, the same 
benevolent feelings are produced, and the same animating hopes of a 
blissful eternity, are entertained. When we hear these Birman 
Christians conversing on the wonders of redeeming love, and exhor- 
ting one another to put on the whole armor of God, that they may be 
enabled to persevere ; when we hear them praying to the eternal 
God, expressing the same desires and feelings which exist in the heart 
of every child of God; we can hardly believe that they are the same 
beings whom we once knew to be stupid, ignorant idolaters, and who 
cared for none of these things. When we compare our present situa- 
tion with what it was two years ago, it appears as if a miracle had been 
wrought to effect the mighty change. ‘Then all was darkness, without 
a ray of light; it was indeed a valley of dry bones, so exceeding dry, 
that a faith stronger than the prophet’s, seemed necessary to believe 
that they would live. Yet, difficult as it appeared, and weak as was our 
faith, we have heard a little noise among the dry bones, we have seen 
some of them covered with flesh, and actually stand up, not indeed an 
army, but a prelude, we trust, to the revivication of the whole valley. 
Cease not, my dear Christian friend, to pray for the’ conversion of the 
whole empire, for He who has effected so great a change in the hearts 
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of a few individuals, can as easily effect it in the hearts of thousands. 
Moung-Nau, the first convert, is as firm as a rock, and as strong in 
his attachment to us as ever. He enters into the feelings of Christians 
in sending the gospel among the heathens, and says, he hopes the time 
will come when Birman Christians will be sufficiently numerous to sup- 
port a teacher, so that the money now expended here may be used in 
sending a missionary where the gospel has not yet been preached.— 
Moung Shwa-ba is a very growing Christian. He is solemn and spiritual 
in his conversation, improves every opportunity in communicating truth 
to others, and is constant in reading the scriptures, and in secret prayer. 
Mah Menla, the only female who has been baptized, is a great acquisi- 
tion to our little circle. She is above fifty years old, a very judicious, 
sensible and decidedly pious woman. She, her sisters and acquaintan- 
ces, beside attending worship on the Sabbath, visit me every Wednes- 
day, for the purpose of reading the scriptures and religious conversa- 
tion. We had built a school-house, and she had just begun to make ex- 
ertions to get a few scholars, when she was taken ill. We hope, how- 
ever, she will soon recover, and become the first Christian instructress 
among the Birmans. The teacher Moung Shwa-gnong, is an invaluable 
assistant in the translation of the scriptures. He is one of the most in- 
defatigable persons in the world; he sits with Mr. J. from 9 in the morn- 
ing, till 5at night, in which time they get through only ten or twelve 
verses, as he will not let a sentence pass, unless the meaning is conspic- 
uous. How great is the mercy of God, and what a token of his watchful 
care over this mission in raising up a man of his talents and influence to 
assist in perfecting the translation of the word of God! The present Vice- 
roy and his lady are our particular friends. Her ladyship is much de- 
voted to the religion of Gaudama, but possesses a very tolerant spirit. I 
have lately had two or three opportunities of holding long conversations 
on religious subjects in her presence, to which she listened with the 
greatest attention. At one time after having conversed for an hour, the 
subject being the character of God, and the way of salvation, | remark- 
ed, Your highness will be tired in hearing our conversation, I will take 
my leave. No, stay, said she, I like to hear you converse, and am dili- 
gently considering what you have been saying. She possesses naturally 
an amiable disposition, and is very strong in her attachments. O, that 
the grace of God may reach her heart, and cause her to become a mother 
to this little church. 
You see, my dear Mrs. Kendall, from this date, (April 9th,) how long 
a time I have been in writing this letter. And I can now only add a clo- 
sine line, as I hear a vessel leaves town to-day for Bengal, the last which 
will sail this season. For several days past | have been confined with a 
strong fever which has much reduced my strength, and rendered me in- 
capable of doing any thing. During my confinement, I have been ex- 
ceedingly interested in reading the Baptist Magazine, Recorder, and 
other interesting publications w hich Dr. Baldwin and our friend Ward, 
now in Calcutta, have been so kind as to send us. What wonders God 
is performing in America, and what interesting missions are established 
in different parts of the world! Who can doubt that the millenial glory 
is at hand, and that the time is rapidly advancing when the whole world 
will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord? Mr. Ward is about 
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‘leaving Calcutta for America. 1 have requested him to call on you.» 
He is one of our best friends, and a very interesting young man.- Re- 
tnember me affectionately to Mrs. C——~ and Mrs. B————-._ They are 
both in my debt for letters. Mr. Judson joins in affectionate regards te 
Dea. K. and yourself. Write every opportunity to 

Your sincerely affectionate 


NANCY H. JUDSON. 








{ 
ee ee 


BETRACTS OF LETTERS FROM REV. A. JUDSON TO REV. G. H. HOUGH; 
NOW AT SERAMPORE. 


Rangoon, Janwary 22, 1821. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


‘‘ Tue most important point of intelligence that I have to communt- 
cate is, that on account of our long passage, Mr. Lausago had left for 
Ava, about a month before our arrival. So far, therefore, as our plans 
depended on meeting with him, they are defeated. I have written to 
him by a trusty conveyance, informing him of my return, and begging 
him to endeavor to remove the unfavorable impressions concerning me, 
made on the mind of the emperor, by the old Portuguese padre. I[gna- 
tius has been ordered up, probably at the instigation of his friend, 
Moung Shwa-Tha; but whether he will stay at Ava in the place of the 
old padre, or return to Rangoon, is not known.” 

‘* A serious attempt has been made to destroy Moung-Shtwa-gnong, 
the most distinguished of the disciples. Ali the priests and officers of 
his village were engaged in it. But Mya-day-men, utterly repelled the 
very first accusation, and thus dispelled the fears of the disciples, and 
gave good assurance, that toleration will be allowed during his admin- 
istration ; but how long this will continue, no one can divine.” 

‘‘If the war is prosecuted the estate of things will become intolera- 
ble. But notwithstanding all these evils, we had the most pleasant as- 
sembly at worship yesterday, that I can recollect—ten disciples—five 
hopeful inquirers, (respectable people) and others the amount of about 
twenty-five adults in all, exhibited a spectacle which would have seems 
ed, two years ago, a perfect miracle.” 

‘* I do hope that the way will finally be opened for you to return to 
Rangoon.’’ ‘‘ It will be impossible for me to send any thing to print by 
this conveyance. Till within a few days I have not been able to pro- 
cure a teacher of any kind. I have now engaged Moung-Shwa-gnong to 
assist in revising Acts; but he is so particular and thorough, that we get 
on very slowly—not more than ten verses a day, though he is with me 
from 9 A. M. till sunset. When it is done, however, it will be sterling. 
I shall positively send the first part of Acts, that is the twelve first chap- 
ters, by the very first conveyance after it is done. The revised tract is 
well received every where. I found 260:in the two parcels which you 
forwarded last July, which with those I took myself make 1260 received 
of the 5000.”’ | 

On the 20th of March, 1821, Brother J. again writes, ‘‘ | am just re- 
covering of the cholera morbus, and can write a shert letter only, and 
fo no.other one but yourself.” | 
M 2 
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‘** The state of the country is becoming more and more unsettled dai- 
ly. We are endeavoring to have nothing on hand but what we can dis- 
pense with, at short notice. The fate of Acts is very unfortunate. The 
teacher has been involved in government difficulties nearly a month, and 
I have been entirely deprived of his assistance. I expect him, howey- 
er, as soon as my returning strength allows me to resume study. I shall 
have opportunities of sending the copy to Bengal direct, or via Madras, 
next month. I send you the catechism revised.—I want 1000 copies to 
be charged to the Board.—Let the whole edition be sent to me. Lau- 
sago is on the way down. I hoped he would arrive before the ship 
sailed, so that I might write you something more definite. Ignatius has 
arrived under escort of a royal boat. He is to return and live at Ava, 
on account of his medical skill.’’ 


The last letter of April 8th, 1821, here follows. 


My dear Brother Hough, 

‘* I fully intended to send the translation of Acts by the Elizabeth, 
which carries this letter, but it is not within the compass of possibility. 
I have sat with the teacher from half past 9 in the morning (except din- 
ner time) till 5 at night for some time past. The revision was com- 
pleted yesterday. But I cannot possibly transcribe it in time for the 
present opportunity, but it shall positively be sent by the next, and will 
most probably be accompanied by Ephesians, upon the revision of which 
we shall enter immediately.” __ 

‘¢ Lausago will not leave Ava this two months. He has not replied 
to my letters. No further news of war; but nothing to be expected till 
after the rains. May-Noo’s son called in just now, and told us that 
Moung-Shwa-Tha had made a great effort to supplant the present vice- 
roy, and had been wholly repulsed ; the emperor saying, that his grand- 
father, the late emperor, had given the place to Mya-day-men for life! 
If half of this is true, it is most propitious to the mission. I think we 
are in no fear of persecution during the administration of the present 
vice-roy. But all things are fluctuating in this country.” 


—-——— 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MRS. COLMAN TO HER FRIEND MRS. S. IN 
BOSTON. : 
Chittagong, April 10, 1821. 

‘* Although it is only a short period since I forwarded you a letter, 
yet I am inclined to commence another, which shall be fished at inter- 
vals of leisure. 

Soon after the date of my last letter, Mr. Colman was.taken very un- 
well, and severely threatened with a return of his old complaint. We 
feared that nothing but a voyage to sea would prevent it, and had strong 
thoughts of adopting this measure. A gentleman of this place, who was 
then preparing for his departure to Bombay, offered us a gratuitous pas- 
Sage in anew ship of his own. But as many circumstances urged the 
fecessity of our remaining here, we were induced to relinquish the idea 
of a voyage, hoping that the cold season which had then commenced 
would have a favorable influence. I am happy to say that we were not 
disappointed. The cool bracing air, together with relaxation from 
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study, regular exercise, and a suitable diet, soon, by the divine blessing, 
nearly restored his usual health. When he had so far recovered as to 
render it prudent, he prosecuted a journey, which he had long intended, 
to the Arrakanese villages. This also proved very beneficial. Since 
his return he has been able to attend to his studies without much incon- 
venience.”’ : 

April 16. ‘* As it respects the accomplishment of our object in com- 
ing to Chittagong, we are at present in the greatest suspense and anxi- 
ety. We had escaped so long without hearing any thing from govern- 
ment concerning our intrusion, that we began fondly to hope that a sta- 
tion in Chittagong for the American Baptist Board was secure. But, 
alas! What a dark cloud has now gathered around us! A few days 
since the Judge and Magistrate of this district informed Mr. C. that he 
eould not permit us to continue here without special permission from 
the General Government. ‘This intelligence is severely distressing to 
us, because we fear it will be in vain to petition for a license to remain 
here, knowing that a similar request, made some time since by an Eng- 
lish Missionary was refused. The Judge has, ever since our arrival, 
treated Mr. C. very politely, nor do we think the request proceeded 
from any dislike to us. He undoubtedly deemed such a request neces- 
sary to the faithful discharge of his official duties. We have now there- 
fore no alternative, but to petition Government for permission to re- 
main in this district, and their answer will clearly discover the course 


we are to pursue in regard to this place. Although there is so little 


probability of succeeding, yet if the Lord has any thing for us to do 
among the Arrakanese, he can easily remove every difficulty, and set 
before us @n open door, which no man can shut. Let us rejoice that 


the government of the church is in his hands. We feel that we need 


nothing so much as faith in his promises, and submission to the dispen- 
sations of his providence.”’ 


June 10. ‘* Since writing the above, our anxiety has been greatly 


relieved, and our hearts animated, by the favorable result of the peti- 
tion. The General Government has given us permission to remain in 
the disirict of Chittagong. Surely the goodness of God has far exceeded 
our expectations. O that our gratitude were proportioned to his mer- 
cy! It is He that has wrought this great salvation for us. The opera- 
tions of providence never were, I think, more visible, than in the pres- 
ent case. Friends have been unexpectedly raised up, and difficulties, 
which rose to our view like mountains, have been levelled into plains. 

It would be impossible to describe to you, my dear Mrs. S. the deli- 
cate and trying situation in which we have been placed since our resi- 
dence in Chittagong. On our first arrival we sustained a severe disap- 
pointment in finding no Arrakanese here. Although their nearest vil- 
lage is but forty miles distant, yet Mr. C. did not venture to pay them 
a visit for a long time, fearing that such a step would at once expose 
our object, and render us liable to be ordered away ; and it was impos- 
sible to learn the true state of the Arrakanese, or the possibility of es- 
tablishing a mission among them, unless he did visit them. Our situa- 
tion, also, at this place has been very unfavorable for improvement in 
the language, as we have had no Burmans around us statedly, except 
our teachers. Beside these trials, we have had another very severe 
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ene arising from the opposition of certain respectable men to our ob- 
ject. These various trials, however, may be all summed up in one: 
the fear of government, and in the remoyal of this, the others will cease 
to operate. There is no building in any of the Arrakanese villages in 
which we can reside. We must therefore have a small bamboo house 
erected before we can remove trom this place. Mr. Colman proposes 
doing this immediately, although he would much prefer having the sanc- 
tion of the Board in the first place. We hoped long before this period 
to have received a letter from them, either approving or disapproving 
our object in visiting this place. The Benjamin Rush, from Philadel- 
phia, arrived in Calcutta about one month ago, and Mr. C. feels much 
disappointed that she has brought us no letters from our honored pat- 
yons. 

We hope to spend the next dry season among the Arrakanese.— 
There we shall have every facility for gaining in the language. There 
is in the Honorable Company’ s dominions, more than one hundred thou- 
sand Arrakanese, and this number is constantly increasing by emigra- 
tions from the Birman territorics. After the Lord has so plainly opened 
the door for us among these benighted people, we feel that it would be 
fleeing from evident duty to leave this place. I have already observed 
that the nearest Arrakanese village is about forty miles from us. In 
this village the Serampore Missionaries have a small building. Two 
days journey beyond it, and close on the frontiers of Burmah, there is 
another large one containing 30,000 inhabitants. In this no build- 
ing has been erected by those who have one at the former place. This 
is the spot where Mr. C. thinks of immediately putting a small building 
for the American Board. Should the friends at home appobate his 
proceedings, much good may be done by means of charity schools. The 
Arrakanese are in general very poor, and unable to give their children 
instruction. 

The large village which I have just mentioned, is considered by the 
English at thes settlement, to be very unhealthy, and I suppose we shall 
not be able to remain in a bamboo house during the wet season. Mr. 
Colman has written to the Board concerning the expediency of building 
a more comfortable and permanent house. Should they advise to this 
measure, a missionary would be able to remain in it the whole time af- 
ter it is completed. Our original intention was to rejoin Mr. and Mrs. 
Judson in Rangoon whenever the way should be open for another per- 
gon to take our place here. It would give us much pleasure could this 
plan be completely executed at the present time. But when it was 
projected we knew not the difficulty of forming angstablishment in Chit- 
tagong—we did not suppose it would be absolutely necessary to have a 
government licence. It is doubtful whether one could be obtained for 
another missionary under some time. Do pray that we may be led into 
the path of duty, and be made useful. 

I fear you will think we take great liberties in making such frequent. 
yequests for the Magazines; but those who have free access to these 
publications, can hardly conceive our joy upon receiving them, nor how 
much we are disappointed when we do not. 


Your's affectionately, 
ELIZABETH W. COLMAN 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. J. COLMAN TO MR. SHARP. 


. Chittagong, June 7, 1821 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


More than two months have now elapsed, since the Judge and Magis- 
trate of Ciiitagong informed me that my residence in this district could 
not be aliowed without spectal permission irom the Supreme Govern- 
ment. As we had never entertained the hope that such anne 
could be obtained, thjs information exc ited the most paintul feelings.— 
We were ready to conclude, that but little good would result from the 
time and labor spent iu this place, and that it must be left without ac- 
complishing the object which brought us aither. But we feli unwilling 
to relinquish so promising a field without an efiort. Aithough many 
circumstances induced the belief that an appeal to Government would 
be unavailing, yet duty appeared to require that it should be made.— 
Accordingly a petition was addressed to the Generai Government, and al- 
ter waiting with anxious solicitude for six weeks, we received, on the 
first of June, to our great joy, a special licence to remain in this district. 
Thus an event, which seemed to threaten the existence of the mission, 
has been employed, by a gracious God, to give it a degree of permanen- 
cy, to which, in the ordinary course of things, it would not have attained 
for many years. 

To the Calcutta Missionaries [ am under many obligations, for the ad- 
vice and assistance which they afforded at this critical juncture. They 
engaged in the business with a truly christian zeal, and by their influ- 
ence contributed much to its success. I am also greatly indebted to the 
Judge of thisdistrict, for the permission he gave me to use his name in 
testimony of my conduct during my residence beneath his observation. 

The happy termination of this affair, lays open to the American Bap- 
tists a pleasing field of usefulness. Here we shall speak the same lan- 
guage, and combat the same erroneous sentiments as though we resided 
at Rangoon. Indeed the only difference between the two stations is. 
that at the latter, operations are greatly obstructed by means of the in- 
tolerant disposition of the Government. while at the former, this dificulty 
does not exist. Those who govern British India allow the free exer- 
cise of opinion as it respects religious faith. ‘The Arrakanese in thia 
district, delivered from the shackles, which, under their former ruler, 
prevented free inquiry, have already caught the spirit of investigation. 
It is therefore a favorable opportunity to unfold to their minds the gos- 
pel of Jesus, and to press upon them the proofs of its divine character, 
If the Holy Spirit confers his blessing, ‘‘ the prey will be taken from 
the mighty, and the lawful captive delivered.” 

Before, however, we can labour to advantage among the Arrakan- 
ese, a building must be erected at one of their principal villages. That 
part of the district where we hope to form a station, is three or four 
days journey from the English settlement, and contains nothing but na- 
tive huts. I intend, therefore, as soon as possible, to build a small 
bamboo house to reside in during the cold season. 

On the approach of the rains, we must retreat to this place, and 
return when they have ceased. In this manner we shall be under 
the necessity of continuing our annual migrations, until the friends ef 
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Christ in our native land provide us with a moré comfortable and per- 
manent habitation. Without it, nothing effectual can be done, and there- 
fore we earnestly desire to be favored in this respect. It is true, we 
shall be separated from all European society ; but such a situation will 
afford us greater facilities of acquiring a thorough knowledge of the lan- 
guage, and of bending our whole attention to the benefit of the heathen. 
We wish to be settled in the midst of them, and request nothing more 
than a house to live in, and bread to eat. 
Yours, very respectfully, and affectionately, 
J. COLMAN. 


———-— 


DOMESTIC, 
Extract of a Letter to the Board of Managers of the Hamilton Baptist 
Missionary Society. 

Dear BreTHREN, Milesborough, Centre county, Pa. 

Encouraged by your kindness in sending unto us, on a short mission, 
our respected brother Calvin Philleo, to whose zeal in the cause of 
truth, and in promoting the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom here 
on earth, we desire to give our united testimony; we would desire to 
make known unto you the situation of this section of God’s vineyard, 
in hopes that it may be in your power, under the superintending Prova~ 
dence of Him who is able to direct the determinations of man in such 
a way as may best promote His glory, to devise measures for our spirit- 
ual comfort and relief.—But few of the Baptist denomination have vis- 
ited us. The nearest church of that denomination is, we believe, fifty 
or sixty miles. Several amongst us have been anxiously waiting for an 
opportunity of making a public profession of our faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Saviour of sinners, ‘‘ the only way, the truth and the 
life,’ by devoting ourselves to him in the ordinance of baptism.— 
Believing as we do, that none should be admitted to that sacred ordi- 
nance but on a profession of faith, and that immersion is the only gospel 
mode, we have hitherto been prevented from giving up ourselves to 
God in that ordinance for want of a proper opportunity, and we would 
desire to bless and praise the great Jehovah, that he has in his own 
good time heard our prayers, and has, through your instrumentality, an- 
swered them. We have been formed into a conference, and have sign- 
ed our confession of faith and covenant with our God, and with one an- 
other, (which will be submitted to you by your Missionary) but we are 
few in number, weak in gifts, not abounding in worldly goods, and are 
constrained to cry, ‘‘ Come over and help us.’* We believe that there 
ts a great door open in this and the neighboring counties. 

We would take the liberty of suggesting a plan, which has been spo- 
ken of amongst us, in hopes that it, or some other which may better 
comport with your views and the objects of your Society, may be adop- 
ted. If a Missionary could be sent here for a year, making this neigh- 
borhood his place of residence, and from thence making excursions to 
different parts of the country, we are convinced several Churches would 
be formed. A man, well educated, with zeal tempered with prudence, 
‘and who would not hesitate to declare unto the people the whole coun- 
sel of God, would be received with joy and gladness. ‘Should it com- 
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port with the views of the Society to support such a man amongst us, 
we would then use all our efforts to erect a place of worship. In the 
mean time, the places of worship already erected, we have no doubt, 
would be cheerfully given for our use when not occupied by the Soci- 
eties to which they belong. 

Dear Brethren,—To Mr. Philleo, we must refer you for a more de- 
tailed view of the situation of this country : and we would conclude by 
tendering to you our sincere thanks for the opportunities we have had, 
by your sending him amongst us, of being instructed in the truth of the 
gospel, and having the ordinance of Baptism administered among us.— 
We commend you to God, who will reward your labors of love, praying 
that he will direct your determinations in such a way as shall best pro- 
mote His glory, with full assurance that he will not suffer the work 
which has been begun amongst us, to fail. 


Signed by order of the Conference, 
JOSEPH MILES, Clerk. 


ia 


ANECDOTES. 
From the Fifth Report of the Courtland County Bible Society. 

A poor woman in Montreal, received a Bible from the British Agent 
in that city. A Romish Priest, hearing of the circumstance, made her a 
visit, intending to deprive her of the precious gift: He offered her 
five dollars for her Bible: She declined taking it. He then offered 
her ten and afterwards fifteen dollars; she still declining he left her.— 
The next day, he returned and offered her twenty-five dollars: She 
accepted the offer, and with the money purchased twenty-five Bibles, 
which she distributed among her destitute neighbors, under such condi- 


tions that the Priest could not obtain them. 
—— 


A Brahmin lately baptized, had while a heathen, taken a vow of per- 
petual silence, and had kept this vow for four years, residing during 
this time at the celebrated temple of Kalee, near Calcutta. He was 
held in such reverence, that when he passed through the streets of the 
city, the rich Hindoos hurried down from their houses and threw them- 
selves at his feet, to worship him as a deity. He wore several neckla- 
ces made of the bones of serpents, and his whole appearance was that 
of a being who had changed the human state and form. 

How little hope could have been entertained of the conversion of 
this man—sunk in all the brutality of the jogee, and intoxicated with 
pride! and yet, this man, through reading a tract in the Bengalee lan- 
guage, which was some how or other introduced into his solitude, has 
given up his rank, the worship of his countrymen, and all his pagan nos- 
trums, and is become a humble disciple of Jesus Christ. After such 
a conquest, who will despair of any human being.-—Ward’s Farewell 


Letters. 
—— 00000 2 00000 a= 


ORDINATION. 


_August 12, 1821, Rev. Jos. Marin, (formerly a member of the Bap- 
fi#t Chorch at Calcutta, India) was set apart to the work ef the gospet- 
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ministry at Mount Holly, N J. A sermon was delivered on the occa- 
sion by Rev. James E. Welch, from Matt. xxviii. 18,19. The usual 
questions were proposed to the candidate by Rev. William Rogers, of 
New Mills ; ordaining prayer by Rev. Mr. Kenard ; and the charge, and 
right hand of fellowship, by the brother who proposed the questions. 
The services were solemn and interesting; and it is devoutly hoped 
that this newly inducted minister, who was brought to a knowledge of 
the truth in Asia, may in America proclaim the tidings of salvation with 
abundant success. (Luminary. 
———+ 00000 3+ 00000 am 


octry. 


TO THE YOUTH. 


Come lovely youth, embrace the Lord, 
Revere the counsels of his word; 
Lay «ll your youthful follies by, 
Commune with Him that reigns on high. 


Lose sight a moment of those toys, 
Which constitute your present joys; 
And let your thoughts ascend above, 
To God, who merits all your love. 


Think of his kind, his fost’ring arm, 

Which feeds you, clothes you, keeps you warm; 
Protects your path and guards your head, 

By day abroad, by night in bed. 


He gives you life and health and friends, 
His choicest blessings on you sends ; 

He made your soul, with all its powers, 
Gave you his truth, his holy hours. 


He keeps your lite with constant care, 
Preserves your soul from satan’s snare: 
With heavenly smiles, with pard‘ning grace, 
Commands you, ‘‘ early seek my face.” 


Such boundless grace as he imparts, 
Demands your love, demands your hearts; 
It speaks in accents loud and shrill, 

Know ye the Lord, and do his will. 


Youth hear the sound, obey the voice, 
Delay not, rise, go make the choice; 
Choose God, and Christ, and Heaven to-day, 
And put the toys of earth away. 


Then pardon, peace, and joy’ll be yours, 

While life remains or time endures; 

And heavenly bliss delight your soul, 

When worlds and systems cease to roll. J. M. 








